Can turn, or holds it possible to turn

Metals of drossiest Ore to perfect Gold

As from the Mine. Mean while at Table Eve

Ministerd naked, and thir flowing cups

With pleasant liquors crown'd : O innocence

Deserving Paradise ! if ever, then,

Then had the Sons of God excuse to have bin

Enamour'd at that sight; but in those hearts

Love unlibidinous reign'd, nor jealousie

Was understood, the injured Lovers Hell.

MILTON (from Paradise Lost)

AN ITALIAN ON ENGLISH FARE
They take pleasure in having a quantity of excellent
victuals, and also in remaining a long time at table, being
very sparing of wine when they drink it at their own
expense. And this, it is said, they do in order to induce
their other English guests to drink wine in moderation
also i not considering it any inconvenience for three or
four persons to drink out of the same cup. Few people
keep wine in their own houses, but buy it for the most
part at a tavern; and when they mean to drink a great
deal, they go to the tavern, and this is done not only by
the men, but by ladies of distinction. The deficiency of
wine, however, is amply supplied by the abundance of
ale and beer, to the use of which these people are become
so habituated, that, at an entertainment where there is
plenty of wine, they will drink them in preference to it,
and in great quantities.
(Italian Relation of England under Henry VII.
About A.D. 1500)
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